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Association began in 1998 with a Steering Committee set up to
oversee the development and implementation of a Local ACTION
Plan. The committee was supported by the Southern Hills and the
Murray Plains Soil Conservation Boards who recognised that the
community were best placed to deliver the action needed to address
regional land management issues. 
 
The plan was based on considerable work undertaken by community
based landcare, catchment and other groups. Ever since the
development of the Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Plan, GWLAP
has been delivering the action in the form of on-ground works and has
made an important positive impact on the landscape. 
 
The delivery of this action has been undertaken in different ways over
the past two decades. For many years, devolved grants were used to
stimulate interest and activity in biodiversity conservation and
sustainable agriculture. These grants were a valuable way to engage
the community and make contact with landholders. Cost benefit
analyses undertaken at the time demonstrated that money invested in
this way was multiplied several times over for the benefit of the
community and the environment. Issues such as salinity, soil erosion
and biodiversity loss were tackled by landholders with the assistance
of a little funding to get them started. GWLAP managed these
devolved grant schemes in such a way as to maximise the benefit,
connecting vegetation and properties across the region and are still
working with many farmers who were engaged in this way. 
 
The millennium drought was a turning point for many in our area
including GWLAP. As the devastating effects of the drought on Lakes
Alexandrina and Albert became apparent, the community rallied
together to lobby the government to do something. It was a shocking
time that brought the community together as only natural disasters
can. 
 
As a result of community action, the Coorong, Lower Lakes and
Murray Mouth Community Revegetation Project was established and
GWLAP engaged to manage the project. The project was designed to
build resilience around the lakes, hold soil together, prevent acidity,
provide a refuge for animals in a time of drought. 
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Over 2 million plants were grown by volunteers through the
Community Nurseries Network and planted by thousands of
volunteers from over 65 different community groups. It was a
large scale effort not seen in South Australia before. This was the
project that ‘grew GWLAP up’. It was of a massive scale, involved
many different partners and millions of dollars. 
 
The diverse plantings are now growing into valuable habitat and
have become homes to wildlife and bird species including the
critically endangered Mount Lofty Ranges Southern Emu Wren.  
 
During the drought, GWLAP took the lead in monitoring acid
sulfate soils, a critical environmental and health issue created by
the exposure of the lake bed when the water retreated.
Volunteers spent time collecting soil and water samples
according to standard methodology at more sites and intervals
than could be achieved by scientists. The data collected was
recognised as vitally important and of good quality. In fact it was
the first community collected data to be verified, accepted and
published by the CSIRO. 
 
Alongside these projects GWLAP has attracted funding for long
term bushcare work in unique and special areas. The work done
on controlling woody weeds such as blackberry in waterways has
transformed previously inaccessible areas of bush to near
pristine vegetation. Careful planning and the use of highly skilled
contractors has seen amazing transformations in areas that
could well have been judged as unable to be saved. One
landowner is quoted as saying that he had been unable to visit a
section of gully near Finniss since he was a child due to the thick
blackberry and doubted he would be able to again. He can now
access, and care for that area again. 
 
GWLAP’s bushland restoration projects have led to the discovery,
preservation, management and seed banking of numerous
national and state rated flora species such as the critically
endangered Hibbertia tenuis, Hibbertia hirsute , the state
vulnerable Brachyscome graminea and Olearia pannosa subsp.
pannosa. GWLAP has also contributed to the conservation of
Allocasuarina robusta and Eucalyptus paludicola by working with
the SAMDB Threatened Flora Recovery Team. 
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Significant achievements have been made in the conservation and
management of grassy ecosystems. Critically endangered Peppermint
Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland of South Australia, and
Iron-grass Natural Temperate Grassland of South Australia have been
protected and managed through fencing and weed control. 
 
Other special places that GWLAP have been able to enhance are the
Fleurieu Peninsula Swamps. Through collaboration with government,
schools, community groups and landholders, GWLAP have assisted in
raising the profile of these critically endangered ecosystems as well
as protecting and enhancing the swamps and has led to more than
150ha of new swamp areas protected through fencing and weed
control. 
 
GWLAP has been proud to be able to contribute to our National Parks
system, attracting funds for valuable bushcare and revegetation
within our local conservation reserves. Working in national parks
created an opportunity to connect local school students with their
parks and hundreds of school students have planted trees and learned
about local species out in the natural environment. 
 
Collaboration and working with others has contributed greatly to the
success of GWLAP. We are often bolstered by the dedication and
commitment of others. The GWLAP area is blessed by a number of
active landcare, bushcare and coastcare groups that persist through
times of drought and funding uncertainty to continue to make our
local area a better place. GWLAP has seen government appointed
boards and departments come and go and have formed partnerships
wherever possible to continue the action detailed in our local action
plan. GWLAP has stayed focussed on on-ground works and using
every dollar granted to us to improve the state of our natural
resources. 
 
Twenty years on, the volunteers and staff of GWLAP are still
committed to making our area a better place. In the face of an
uncertain climate, we are doing our best to build resilience into the
landscape for our food producers, our children and our native plants
and animals. 



C H A I R P E R S O N ' S  R E P O R T

Twenty years ago, in 1998, the Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Board was
established to develop and implement a Local Action Plan to address local natural resource
management issues. Consisting of group of volunteers from across the LAP area with diverse
interests and expertise, the Board worked together to form a vision of how the area should look
in the future and what needed to be done to achieve it. 
 
GWLAP is still managed by volunteers and it is these volunteers that keep GWLAP focussed on
our community. Over the years, 52 community members have volunteered their time to assist
and guide the organisation to keep it on track and improve our local environment. Several board
members have given more than ten years to the GWLAP Board including current board members
Margaret Wilksch, Barry Lincoln, Harry Seager and Derek Fenton, and former member Richard
Owen. This level of commitment is greatly appreciated. 
 
Of course GWLAP could not achieve what it has without talented and dedicated staff. The
environment industry is a tricky field to work in. Funding is unpredictable and often tight. Staff
work on shoe-string budgets often not knowing where the next source of funding will come from,
and if they will have a contract after June 30 each year. Key attributes that make our staff
special include resilience, friendships and dedication to a vital cause - and we appreciate them
greatly. 
 
During the 2017-18 financial year, GWLAP has continued to do its best in the face of adversity.
With reduced funding opportunities, the organisation has focussed on attracting fee-for-service
contracts. These contracts contributed to nearly 50% of our income for the year and resulted in
valuable on-ground actions. Diversifying income sources for GWLAP continues to be a priority
for the longer term. 
 
Unfortunately we have farewelled some staff members during the year. Caroline Holloway, John
Gitsham, Jodie Sommerville and most recently, Sherie Bain have moved on from GWLAP. They
have all made terrific contributions to the organisation and will remain part of the GWLAP
family. 
 
Board member Jo McPhee resigned from the Board at the last AGM to focus on her many other
commitments. I thank her for the time and effort she has given to GWLAP. 
In this Annual Report and at our Annual General Meeting we will celebrate sound planning,
community contribution, consistent effort and on-ground achievements. Congratulations to all
of our supporters on reaching this 200-year milestone.  
 
 
 
 
 
Keith Parkes 
Chair, Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association. 



G E N E R A L  M A N A G E R ' S  R E P O R T

It has been another dynamic and very active year for Goolwa to Wellington Local Action
Planning Association (GWLAP) during 2017-18. Around 42 separate projects, some
continuing, were successfully delivered – about the same amount as in 2016-17. The
number of fee-for-service projects continues to increase relative to grant funded projects,
highlighting that we are diversifying our revenue sources and also that government
agencies are procuring services to a greater extent rather than providing as much funding
via grant programs. We have again drawn upon all of our resources – staff, board, partners,
contractors and community members – in order to successfully deliver these projects.
Everyone involved has made a significant, valued contribution. 
 
The excellent efforts by GWLAP staff members in ensuring that all of these projects were
coordinated and delivered efficiently and effectively is to be commended, particularly as we
have needed to respond to the challenges of short-term projects and the expectations of
clients and project partners. Everyone’s teamwork and willingness to adapt to changes is
much appreciated. I’d like to again thank our contractors and the Community Nurseries
Network for working with us to ensure a great result under tight and increasingly tightening
funding arrangements. 
 
We have supported a total of ten Green Army teams since this program commenced in 2014
and the final two teams concluded in June 2018. The achievements both on-ground and in
training and development for young people have been significant and we thank all involved
including the federal government for funding the teams. The winding up of the Green Army
program nationally will leave significant gaps in capacity and training opportunities that we
hope will be filled in the near future by similar new initiatives along with increased funding
for on-ground, scientific and educational environmental projects. 
 
Some exciting new projects have commenced this year. We are pleased to be assisting
Nature Foundation SA with the delivery of environmental water to key wetlands in the SA
Murray Darling Basin through their Water for Nature initiative as well as providing office
space for the NFSA Water for Nature Program Manager. Another new water-related project
is the Flows for the Future initiative that we are assisting Natural Resources SA Murray
Darling Basin to deliver in our region. This project is providing devices and support to
landholders to facilitate naturally occurring small flow events to maintain catchment health
in the Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges. 
 
Our continued efforts to submit worthy project proposals, to actively tender and quote for
fee-for-service work, and to build strong partnerships and credibility has again proven to be
fruitful in 2017-18. We remain confident that this approach will continue to give us the best
chance of future success but at the same time hopeful that the level of investment of public
funds for conservation and land management will increase. Funding for Natural Resource
Management is currently very limited and GWLAP will continue to advocate for greater
investment of funds and more opportunities to support community-based landcare. 



I would like to thank the GWLAP Board for their continued support and again acknowledge
our great staff, contractors, community, project and funding partners for their efforts,
achievements and willingness to adapt and respond to the challenges we face. I hope that
you enjoy reading this report which highlights some of what we have achieved together in
2017-18 and that these achievements help inspire you to continue to work with us to plan,
secure funding and deliver more great projects in the coming years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ross Oke 
General Manager, Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association Inc. 
 
 
 



T R E A S U R E R ' S  R E P O R T

During 2017-18 GWLAP further established
its fee-for-service social enterprise activities
which contributed in excess of $508,000
(44.6%) to total revenue for the year.  Major
fee-for-service contracts undertaken
included the two ongoing large scale 20
Million Trees projects in conjunction with
Landcare Australia Ltd.; the ‘Flows for the
Future’ project for the Department of
Environment and Water; ‘Water for Nature’
environmental watering contract held with
Nature Foundation SA and ongoing fee-for-
service projects run with the District Council
of Mount Barker. 
 

Annual turnover for 2017-18 was $1.178 million
which was a decrease of approximately
$444,000 from the previous financial year.  This
was predominantly due to the completion of the
Mount Compass to Meadows project funded via
grants from the Australian Government’s
Biodiversity Fund along with the completion 6-
year Coorong Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth
Vegetation Program.  Ongoing changes within
the State and Federal Natural Resource sector,
coupled with a gradual decrease in the
availability of grant funding have further
contributed to this reduction in revenue. 
 

Landcare Australia Ltd – just over $162,000 via the Australian Government’s National Landcare
Programme for the Catchment to Coast and Kanmantoo to Wattle Flat Large Scale 20 Million
Trees projects and Department for Environment and Energy (Federal Govt) - $144,000 for three
small scale 20 Million trees projects valued at $300,000 over three years, plus $154,000 for the
20 Million trees River Murray Lower Lakes Restoration project, valued at $200,000 over three
years. In total, these projects will see an investment of almost $1,100,000 over the term of the
programs in the planting of 415 Hectares of native vegetation, using a combination of direct
seeding and tubestock plantings, across Currency Creek, Finniss, Point Sturt, Hindmarsh Island,
Goolwa, River Murray Lower Lakes region, Mulgundawa, Kanmantoo, Wattle Flat and Kyeema
Conservation Park areas. 
 

Income from Fee for Service activities

Sources of funding in 2017-18

Funding in 2017-18 was provided through the following major funding sources:



Department of Environment and Water (DEW) (State Govt) –$106,000 Fee for Service contract
for Flows for the Future, total 2017-18 contract value of just over $125,000.  This project is
part of a $13.48 million joint Commonwealth and State Government program investing in
infrastructure such as low flow devices in order to return low water flows back in to water
courses within the Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges Water Resource Plan area.  The aim of this
program is to ‘re-establish more natural flow patterns across catchment areas, maintaining a
balance between production and the environment’.   
 
A further $68,000 SEB grant was received through the Native Vegetation Council for
restoration of Red Gum Woodlands in the Finniss River catchment area.  This project will
provide a total of $259,000 over three years, funding the restoration of approximately 1,534ha
of high value remnant vegetation. 
 
Natural Resources SA Murray-Darling Basin (SAMDB NRM) Board (State Govt) – continued to
provide significant support to GWLAP of just under $238,000 in the form of multiple
Connecting Communities grants and other grants enabling the engagement of our local
community through projects such as connecting schools with local community groups; citizen
science projects; redressing threats in Fleurieu swamps; coastal, wetlands and bird
monitoring programs; fostering sustainable gardening practices in Mt Barker with additional
Mt Barker Council funds; and the management of the Strathalbyn Natural Resource Centre.  In
addition to this another $20,000 was provided to restore the Murrundi Wetlands. 
 
Landcare Australia SA (LASA) - $85,000 for a continued collaborative relationship with
GWLAP hosting LASA’s Executive Officer, Glenn Gale, and providing financial and HR
management to the association. 
 
Trees for Life  - $59,080 for the delivery of components of the Paddock Trees Project which
saw the the planting and guarding of up to 2,000 paddock trees at multiple sites in the GWLAP
region. 
 
Angas Bremer Water Management Committee – over $11,000 for the provision of a Project
Officer as well as Secretarial/Finance services to deliver on the Committee’s existing grants,
annual irrigation reporting requirements and provide support to the Committee. 
Mount Barker District Council – over $10,000 in the delivery of plants, revegetation and
habitat creation at the Springs Wetland at other sites. 
 
Nature Foundation SA – just over $10,000 for environmental watering associated with the
Water for Nature project. 
 
GWLAP has maintained its fee for service agreement with Terramin Australia Ltd in providing
secretarial services to the Strathalbyn Community Consultative Committee.  
 
In-kind finance and administration support was provided to the Angas River Catchment Group ,
Prospect Hill Bushcare Group , Friends of Kyeema Conservation Park , Goolwa Coastcare
Group , Point Sturt and Districts Landcare Group , Signal Point Riverine Environment Group ,
Macclesfield Bushcare Group and the Milang and Districts Historical Society. 
 



Operating expenditure for 2017-18 was
just over $1.2 million in the management
of 56 major budget lines resulting in a
net deficit of just under $58,000. This is
due to the timing of income and
expenditure for individual projects,
which can occur over consecutive
financial years. ie. project funding may
be received in one financial year and
expended in the following one. 
The following graph shows a breakdown
of how the 2017-18 aggregated funding
was spent across each category.   
 

Barry Lincoln 
Treasurer 
Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association 
 

Project Officer salaries have been included and were allocated according to the time spent on
each activity.  The majority of funds received during 2017-18 were spent on revegetation
($337.8k).  Community engagement ($177.4k) and pest plant and animal control / threat
abatement ($166.6k) continue to be a core focus of GWLAP, followed by monitoring and
evaluation ($78k) and watercourse restoration ($81.6k).    

On ground works in 2017-18
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Keith Parkes (Chair) 
Bruce Brooks (Vice Chair) 
Barry Lincoln (Treasurer) 
Merri Tothill (Secretary) 
Derek Fenton (Public Offier 
Harry Seager 
Margaret Wilksch 
Anne Welsh 
Paul Johnston 
Ian Grosser 
Tom Bradman 
 

Ross Oke (General Manager 
Will Miles (Operations Manager) 
Ben Simon (Senior Project Officer, Eastern Hills and Plains) 
Sherie Bain (Eastern Hills and Plains Project Officer) 
Regina Durbridge (Lower Lakes and Coorong Project Officer 
Leah Hunter (Project Officer) 
Jacqui Wilson (Community Engagement Officer) 
Keren Stagg (Finance and Administration Manager) 
John Gitsham (Project Officer) 
Jodie Sommerville (Project Officer) 
Caroline Holloway (Finance and Administration Officer) 

GWLAP Board: GWLAP Staff:

Works Crew 
Calhan Bateman Moore 
Alan Bateman 
Daniel Grindley 
Joseph Harvey 
Andrew Kirkley 
Dylan Oke 
Oliver Roberts 
Alyssa Rorlach 
William Sheridan 



C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T

During 2017-18 GWLAP delivered a number projects supported by the SA Murray-Darling
Basin Natural Resources Management Board through funding from the Australian
Government's National Landcare Program and NRM Levies. 
 
Through these projects we held 9 workshops, 13 school and community planting days, 12
walks, 8 monitoring events and involved 7 schools. Over 400 community members were
involved in GWLAP community engagement activities during the year. Volunteers collected
data on bird species, water quality, local bats and revegetation survivorship. All of this data
contributes to the manaegment of our local natural resources.



S U S T A I N A B L E  L I V I N G  M O U N T  B A R K E R

Sustainable Living Mount Barker was a partnership project between the Mount Barker District
Council and GWLAP and supported by the SA Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources
Management Board through funding from the Australian Government's National Landcare
Program and NRM Levies. 

Project Aims 
Raise awareness of local environmental issues 
inform about choices that will have a positive impact on the local environment. 
Encourage the use of local native species in gardens in Mount Barker.

Project Activities 
Bird ID walks 

Water monitoring 
Subsidised local plant sale 

Plant propagation workshop 
Garden design workshop 

Meetings with urban developers 
Dedicated Facebook Page 

Newspaper articles 
Stalls at local events

5000 local native garden
plants were distributed to
Mount Barker residents. 

Garden design workshops
were very popular indicating
there is a strong interest in

habitat gardening 



O U R  P L A C E

Our Place is based on scientific evidence that childhood exposure to nature raises interest in
environmental stewardship and leads to careers and hobbies connected with nature and the
environment. 
 

Cost of bus hire.
Extra supervision required.
Time required to plan excursions.

" O U R  P L A C E  -  C O N N E C T I N G  S C H O O L S
W I T H  C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P S  I N  T H E
N A T U R A L  E N V I R O N M E N T "

Schools find it hard to get students out
of the classroom and into the
environment due to a number of factors
including: 

Our Place provided the resources
needed to connect students with the
environment and the people who care
for it. 

Our Place has involved schools for the past 3 years. This year the project involved four schools and
offered an in-class education session an an excursion once per term. During the excursions the
students were joined by members of local community groups caring for the site and together they
would weed, plant seedlings, take nature walks and learn about the plants and animals that lived
there. The project has been going long enough for some students to form deep attachments with
their special place.

The project involved four schools and five community groups: 
 
Eastern Fleurieu School, Ashbourne Campus 
Eastern Fleurieu School, Strathalblyn R-6 
Mount Compass Area School 
Investigator College, Goolwa 
 
 

Angas River Catchment Group 
Goolwa Coastcare 
Friends of Cox Scrub 
Macclesfield Bushcare Group 
Clayton Bay Nursery and Environment Group 



O u r  P l a c e  H i g h l i g h t s

The whole Ashbourne school were involved in Our Place for the full three years and have
formed a special bond with Bullock Hill Conservation park. A highlight was hearing the
students describe their knowledge of their special place. Ashbourne school has a high
number of students with special needs. Our Place was able to be adapted to include all of the
students in the school and give them memories, knowledge and a connection with the
environment. 
A senior student at Investigator College started volunteering with Gooolwa Coastcare at the
Alexandrina Nursery after a visit there on an Our Place excursion. 
Classes participated in catchment tours to see how their special site fitted into the whole
catchment and how actions in different parts of the catchment affects their site. 
Many students who planted seedlings at Bullock Hill Conservation Park returned a year later
to see how they have grown and watch the changes happening within the park. 

Students visiting Bullock
Hill Conservation Park



G A Z A N I A  F R E E  G O O L W A

Gazania (South African Daisy) is a declared weed that threatens local dune systems, native
vegetation and farmland - they are also a popular garden plant.The project encouraged
removing gazanias to replace with local native plants and included demonstrations sites,
dedicated Facebook page, school activities, presentations to service groups, bin stickers 'My
Garden is Gazania Free', and a Gazania Free Garden competition. 
The key incentive was a plant swap - residents could trade in their weeds at the Alexandrina
Community Nursery in return for 10 free local plants. 
 

15 cubic metres of gazanias
removed and dumped and

replaced with 
2000+ native garden plants

Goolwa Primary School became a  
Gazania Free School

150 households were
involved - 51% were

preiously unaware that
gazanias were a weed

Gazania Free Goolwa was a trial project run in partnership with Alexandrina Council, Goolwa
Coastcare and Alexandrina Community Nursery. It was based on a social marketing approach
to encourage sustainable behaviour change by addressing barriers to change and incentives
to make the change with a 'touch of neighbourly peer-pressure'. 



R E D  G U M  W O O D L A N D S

Critical Red gum remnants in the Finniss River Catchment is a project funded by the Native
Vegetation Council Significant Environmental Benefit program. The project will run until the
end of 2020. The project will help restore more than 260 Ha of Red-gum woodland and a
further 590 Ha of priority vegetation in the Finniss River Catchment using bushcare and
exclusion of stock via fencing.

Highlights so far include the inclusion of a 40 Ha block of good quality of Eucalyptus
camaldulensis grassy woodland at Ashbourne. This patch contains more than 65 native plant
species and support numerous rare and threatened flora and fauna species. 

Large sections of the Finniss River containing Eucalyptus
camaldulensis tall open forest are receiving bushcare
works to improve the habitat value and health of the sites.
These habitat areas support perched Fleurieu swamps
that house high plant species diversity and feed water to
permanent pools containing Southern Pygmy Perch.  
 
Yellow footed Antechinus, Elegant parrot, Yellow tail black
cockatoos, Robins, Laughing Kookaburra, Diamond firetail
finch, Rosenberg's goanna, Crested Shrike tits, Yellow-
bellied skinks, Echidnas and Brush-tailed possums and are
some of the many fauna species known to these sites.

Hibbertia hirsuta (CE) is found on one of the project sites
and is only found in one other known location on
mainland Australia. This project will assist in protecting
this population and the habitat it is found within.  
 
Other plant species of significance that will benefit from
this project include Allocasuarina robusta ,  Coronidium
rutidolepis ,  Thelymitra cyanapicta ,  Dianella longifolia var.
grandis ,  Lepidium pseudohyssopifolium , Veronica
derwentiana ssp homalodonta ,  Montia australasica ssp.,
 Mentha diamenica ,  Mentha australis , Diuris brevifolia ,
Diuris behrii and Calocephalus citreus.  
 
Many other rare and threatened fauna and flora species
are found within the project sites. A guided walk through
some redgum sites will occur in 2019. 

Works here are involving control of olive, rose and a
number of bulbous, grassy and broad-leaf weed species.
This woodland also supports Brown tree-creepers, Robins,
White-browed babblers and various other woodland bird
species.



C O A S T A L  W O R K S

GWLAP undertakes a range of coastal works through funding from Natural Resources, SA
Murray-Darling Basin as part of a long standing partnership. Project Officer time
contributes to planning, coordinating and delivering a range  of activities and programs for
the coastal and marine environment. Significant in-kind work by the Goolwa Coastcare
Group contributes to this project.. 

8 Goolwa Coastcare working bees on
30 Ha of coastal remnant vegetation -
more 120 volunteer hours. 
Provided technical support to local
government and assisted with plant
selection for coastal revegetation. 
Attracted $15,000 from Landcare
Australia and Coca-Cola to reduce
marine debris entering the ocean
between the Murray Mouth and
Middleton. 

Students from various Fleurieu schools were hosted through GWLAP's Our Place program.
GWLAP and Goolwa Coastcare took more than 60 students on a walking tour of the Goolwa
coastal area where local conservation issues were discussed including: 

Pyp grass invasion and effects on dune health 
Cultural significance and acknowledgement of traditional owners
Ngarrindjeri involvement with coastal erosion works in past projects and why this is
important
Introduction to various coastal native plants including bush-tucker plants
Nursery visit to learn about best practice approaches to propagation
Erosion and fencing
Gazania and other common weeds and their effect on coastal environments
Seed colection 
Weeding in natural areas.

Other achievements: 
Family planting event held with more than 20 volunteers assisting in the planting of more
than 800 seedlings and learning about our coastal habitats. 
Talked to various coastal stakeholders at Encounter Beaches meeting at Port Elliot. 
Sourced funding for 2 new garden sheds at the Alexandrina Community Nursery. 
Provided input into local coastal reserves management and protection. 
Supported one local secondary student to complete community volunteering component of
their school studies. 
Held a corporate planting event with more than 500 Bunnings employees on a long term
coastal site.



2 0  M I L L I O N  T R E E S

GWLAP have been delivering a number of revegetation projects as part of the Federal
Government' 20 Million Trees Program. 
 
Three Small Scale projects were recently completed, two large scale projects are nearing
completion and an election commitment project focusing on the Lower Lakes (west side) is
under way. 
 
Small Scale projects include Kanmantoo to Wattle Flat (2 sites), High Rainfall - Kyeema
Conservation Park (2 sites), Catchment to Coast (4 sites). 
On the Kanmantoo to Wattle Flat sites 10,454 seedlings were planted over 5 Ha in 2017-18 
with the help of over 325 volunteers including schools, Youth Environment Leaders, Friends of
Cox Scrub, and 4WD clubs.  
 
At Kyeema Conservation Park 13,552 seedlings were established over 15 Ha by 50+ volunteers
to re-establish local plant communities including swamp guma nd candlebard woodland.  
At the Catchment to Coast sites 4,432 plants were established over 8 hectares. 
 



The Election commitment project planted 24,260 plants over 6 sites (40 hectares) with 100+
volunteers  including Bunnings, schools, Coastcare, and Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group. 
 
For the Large Scale 20MT projects, 2,660 plants were established at Kanmantoo to Wattle
Flat sites and 2,200 seedlings were planted by 30+ Volunteers at Watchalunga. 
 
Amazing growth and survival rates of the community plantings, especially at Jakem Farm
have been a highlight of this revegetation project, especially  following a very dry summer. 

F L O W S  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E

In 2017-18 GWLAP provided external field officer support to Natural Resources, SA Murray-
Darling Basin to assist in delivering an exciting initiative to improve water catchment health in
the Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges. 
 
The Flows for the Future Program provides landholders with the opportunity to access funds
and expertise to enable naturally occurring small flow events or 'low flows' to be passed on
downstream. In doing so, catchment health will be improved by maintaining natural ecological
processes such as keeping refuge pools wet and supporting fish breeding. Water quality will
also be improved by flushing salts and pollutants that accumulate during dry months. 
 



GWLAP project officers are providing assistance to landholders in the Angas/Bremer
catchment by making contact with them, explaining the benefits and details of the
program and obtaining field data about dams or watercourse diversions. This
information is then used by technical experts to design low flow devices or
modifications to structures that are then installed as part of the program.  
 
Over $13 million is being invested by the Australian and South Australian Governments
into the Flows for the Future Program.

W A T E R  F O R  N A T U R E

In 2017-18 GWLAP started working with Natural Foundation SA to provide operational
support to the Water for Nature initiative. Water for Nature is an initiative of Nature
Foundation SA that is helping to redress the loss and stress to the ecosystems and
habitats of the River Murray caused by river regulation and drought.  
 
Water for Nature provides environmental water to priority wetland and floodplain sites
throughout the SA Murray Darling Basin. Nature Foundation SA enters into agreements
with the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder to plan, schedule and deliver water
to these sites via commmuntiy-driven projects and the monitor the results. 
 
GWLAP is providing operational support to the Water for Nature initiative by storing,
maintaining, organising and setting up pumping equipment at a number of sites as well
as liaising with community-based volunteers to support the delivery of water at each site
and communicating with local residents about the work. 
 
A complementary element to this arrangement is the provision of office space at  the
Strathalbyn Natural Resource Centre for the Water for Nature manager, Natalie
Stalenberg. It ahs been great to work with Natalie on this project that adds another
element to our growing number of fee-for-service projects.
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